Santiago Christian School 

Santiago, Dominican Republic


Course Syllabus for World Literature

School Year: 2013/2014
Teacher: Catherine Gracesqui
E-mail: cgracesqui@scs.edu.do
Course Title/Grade level: World Literature, 12th Grade
Course Description: This course integrates a survey of world literature with the fundamentals of reading, composition, grammar, research, vocabulary, and speaking skills.  Emphasis in composition is on the writing of unified, coherent essays, and an in-depth analysis of literature is emphasized.  Students also read supplementary works from an approved list to complete an independent research paper assignment.

Materials:  The following will be utilized for this course: 



Oedipus - Sophocles
Siddhartha - Hesse
Les Miserables - Hugo
Things Fall Apart - Achebe
Brave New World - Huxley


Simon & Schuster Handbook for Writers, 7th Ed.
Loose-leaf binder (1”), filler paper, and 8 dividers for classwork

Loose-leaf binder (1”), filler paper, and 4 dividers for research paper (3rd quarter)

Blue or black ink pens, and colored pencils or markers
Course Goals:

· To develop skills in understanding, interpreting, evaluating and responding to literature written in various genres. 

· To develop skills in recognizing, understanding, interpreting, evaluating, and responding to Biblical references and character worldviews in the literature being studied.

· To develop skills in critical thinking through close reading and textual analysis.

· To write correct, coherent, standard English in different voices for a variety of audiences and purposes.

· To speak and listen effectively in formal and informal situations communicating ideas by asking and answering questions intelligently.

· To develop vocabulary skills for increased comprehension and effective use of the English language

· To develop technological and computer skills, using them efficiently in study, research and writing.

· To develop an understanding of the impact of history, culture, and universal human experiences upon the literary arts.

· To develop methods of study, inquiry, and research that will have academic and life-long applications.

Student Goals:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Course Objectives: Students will …
· Read a variety of literature selections in order to explore literary movements through time around the world. 
· Identify major authors and their contributions to literature. 
· Identify, describe and analyze the relationship between literary forms, content, and time period. 
· Compare and contrast reading selections, author styles, and literary time periods.
· Relate and respond personally and critically to the various forms of literature read. 
· Write for a variety of audiences and purpose. 
· Demonstrate the ability to analyze and communicate critically and effectively information gathered by designing, writing, and delivering a variety of formal and informal, group and individual presentations for the class.
· Evaluate writing through the use of peer and personal revision and editing skills.
· Apply grammar and usage skills to writing and speaking for more effective communication.
· Research, using MLA format, various subjects pertaining to the course of studies.
· Integrate advanced vocabulary into speaking and writing by utilizing words from supplementary vocabulary lists.
· Integrate technology, library and other academic resources to complete class assignments.
**The depth and breadth of study, the assignment expectations, and assessments vary in accordance with the level of the course ensuring that work is commensurate with the academic challenge of the course.

Assessments: Students will earn points through a variety of assessment methods including written work, homework, quizzes, tests, projects, presentations, and a semester exam.
Grading Procedures: Quarter grades will be calculated as follows: 

· 30% - 60% - Daily assignments & projects 
· 50% - 70% - Quizzes and tests 
Semester grades will be calculated according to the following formula: Quarter grade = 40%, Quarter grade = 40%, Exam = 20%.  
Academic Standards:

· Students may choose to take part in the Honors Option for this course, which will require additional reading and writing assignments each quarter and will have a weighted grade.  The Honors Option is to prepare students for in-depth study at the university level and to take the AP English exam.

· Students should come to class every day prepared with the required texts and materials.  No one will be allowed to return to his or her locker for forgotten texts, assignments, or materials
· Responsibility for requesting and making up missed work due to an excused absence rests with the student.  Check Mrs. Gracesqui’s teacher page on the school website for the “Welcome Back” form for the day(s) missed and the class folder for any handouts or returned work given out on the day(s) missed.  If you are absent on a scheduled test or quiz day, make-ups will be required the day of your return.  Exceptions will be made only when the absence is for more than one day or due to extenuating circumstances.  

· All written work must be completed in blue/black ink on loose-leaf paper, and all typed work must be done following MLA Style.  
· Homework, projects, or papers are to be turned in at the beginning of the class period for which they are due.  Please note, if you are late to class, your homework is late!  Late work will be accepted only in relation to absences as outlined in the SCS Parent-Student Handbook.  
Please note, late work will not be accepted unless due to an excused absence. 
· In the event of computer/printer problems, a student may turn in a handwritten copy of the work as long as a note signed by his or her parent verifying the problem accompanies it.  
· Re-tests will not be given, nor will any test or quiz scores be dropped.  Pop quizzes may be given; however, major tests will be scheduled in advance.

· Cheating in any manner, which includes plagiarism, is not acceptable behavior and will be handled according to SCS policy.  Please see the SCS Student/Parent Handbook for specific information regarding this policy.

Plagiarism is the act of passing off the words or ideas of another as one’s own.  In the context of high school work, plagiarism can take a variety of forms. According to Writers INC. A Student Handbook for Writing and Learning, there are three major forms plagiarism may take.

1. Word-for-word plagiarism – repeating the exact words of the source without giving the necessary credit. 

2. Paraphrase plagiarism – writing the same information as the source but changing just a few words without giving necessary credit.

3. Spot plagiarism – using only key words or phrases from the source without giving necessary credit.

All of these forms of plagiarism can happen when a student uses written sources, electronic sources or personal sources for information without acknowledging the source(s) through the necessary attribution.  In the broad sense, plagiarism encompasses any form of cheating.  Santiago Christian School finds all forms of cheating unacceptable and unethical.  Students should not only avoid plagiarism in the sense of research and writing, but also in the sense of passing off another student’s work as his or her own.  All students are expected to understand what plagiarism is and the consequences that will follow if a student plagiarizes.

Classroom Standards:

· Students are expected to act only in ways that will promote the learning of their classmates.
· Students who are late to class will only be admitted according to SCS policy outlined in the Parent-Teacher Handbook.

· The school uniform is to be worn to standard while on the SCS campus. 
· Cell phone use, personal grooming, eating, drinking, and sleeping are not allowed in this classroom.

· Accommodations will be made as appropriate for students with special needs.
Note: The classroom policies are subject to change at the teacher's discretion.


Year Long Plan - British Literature, 12th Grade

I.  
First Quarter 

Literature







Writing and Assessments
Summer Reading






Summer Reading Blog Entries
Greek Tragedy



· Oedipus






Modern Tragedy


Siddhartha







Persuasive Speeches


II.  
Second Quarter 

Literature







Writing and Assessments 
French Romanticism
· Les Miserables






In-Class Essay




Political Poetry







Poetry Reading Logs









Mid-term Exam/Portfolio Review
III.
Third Quarter 

Literature







Writing and Assessments
Independent Reading for Research paper



Research Paper 

Begin Modern Literature
· Things Fall Apart
IV.
Fourth Quarter

Literature







Writing and Assessments
Continue Modern Literature
· Things Fall Apart

· Brave New World 





Worldview Comparative Essay









Final Exam





Senior Portfolio Presentations
Please Note: The content of the Year Long Plan is subject to change at the teacher's discretion.  Additionally, 

if a student chooses the Honors Option for the course, additional reading and writing assignments will be required each quarter.
Student/Parent Agreement

Please take home your copy of the Syllabus and Year Long Plan, review it with your parent/guardian, and return this agreement as your first homework assignment at our next class meeting.  Credit will only be given to fully completed, legible agreements.
I have read the Syllabus and Year Long Plan and understand what is expected of me.  I agree to participate in this class and abide by the Academic and Classroom Standards.

_______________________________

___________________

Student Signature




Date

I have read the Syllabus and Year Long Plan and understand what is expected of my son/daughter.  I will support his/her participation in this class, and I support the Academic and Classroom Standards.

_______________________________

___________________

Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

Parent(s): Please fill in the following information:

Parent E-mail:





Student E-mail:
Best phone number to call:

Best time to call:

Please see me after school or e-mail me if you ever have any problems, difficulties, or concerns.  I am here to help! I want you to be successful and have a great year!








