Brooker 1

Intro to MLA Format

The following information was adapted for Santiago Christian School English classes from The OWL at Purdue MLA 2012 Style and Writing Guide. For more information or modifications, see MLA Handbook or visit the OWL at Purdue website (citation on page 6).
General Guidelines

Type your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper.

Double-space the text of your paper, and use a Times New Roman 12 pt font size. Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks.

Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides. 

Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin. MLA recommends that you use the Tab key as opposed to pushing the Space Bar five times.

Create a header that includes your last name followed by one space and the page number (numbered consecutively using Arabic numerals) in the right-hand corner, one-half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. 
When referring to published sources, use italics throughout your essay for the titles of longer works (books, magazines, etc.) and only quotation marks for shorter works (poetry, articles, etc.)

Secure pages in proper order with a staple in the left-hand corner. NEVER fold down the corners of the pages to secure them. 

Formatting the First Page of Your Paper

When a title page is NOT required: 

Include proper header (see above).

Double space again and center the title. Again, do not underline, italicize, bold, or place your title in quotation marks; write the title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not in all capital letters.

Use quotation marks and/or italics when referring to other works in your title, just as you would in your text: Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas as Morality Play; Human Weariness in "After Apple Picking"

Double space between the title and the first line of the text. Since it begins a new paragraph, the first line of text should be indented using the tab key (see above). 

Basic In-text Citation Rules

Crediting the work of others is a vital requirement for writers. Since no one person is the source of all knowledge, we refer to the works of others—especially renowned writers—to access information and borrow ideas. Tapping into these sources is just that—borrowing. Without citing ideas, or crediting their sources, “borrowing” becomes plagiarism, a serious indictment against any writer. Follow these rules for citing other writers to avoid plagiarizing!

[Parenthetical citation= referring to the works of others in your text.]

A parenthetical citation is composed of the author’s last name and the page number on which the information cited is found within a work. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example:

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of 
powerful feelings" (263). 
Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263). 

For further information regarding Wordsworth and poetry, the reader turns to the Works Cited page to find the following reference:

Wordsworth, William. Lyrical Ballads. London: Oxford U.P., 1967. Print.

Using the page number provided, the reader can access more information or verify the information the writer has referenced. 
Note: Once an author’s last name appears once in a paragraph, it is not necessary to repeat the name. Include the page number in the parentheses.


Romantic poetry is characterized by the “spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings” 
(Wordsworth 263). Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative 
process (263). 

Always close the quotation before beginning the parenthetical citation. Please remember that the period always follows the parenthetical citation. 

For variations on in-text citations including citing a work with no known author, a work with multiple authors, or two works by authors with the same last name, reference your MLA handbook or visit MLA 2012 In-Text Citations at the Purdue OWL (information below).

Creating a Works Cited Page

Basic Rules

Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of your paper.

Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize, underline, or bold the words Works Cited or put them in quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.

Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.

Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent.

List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50.

Additional Basic Rules New to MLA 2012
For every entry, you must determine the Medium of Publication. Most entries will likely be listed as Print or Web sources, but other possibilities may include Film, CD-ROM, or DVD.

Writers are no longer required to provide URLs for Web entries. However, if your instructor or publisher insists on them, include the basic URL in angle brackets after the entry and end with a period. 
If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that you retrieved from an online database, you should type the online database name in italics. You do not need to provide subscription information in addition to the database name.

Capitalization and Punctuation

Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles, short prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose.

New to MLA: Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and quotation marks for titles of shorter works (poems, article). 
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Dignity in Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun

Walter Younger demonstrates that the character trait dignity leads to the realization of the American Dream. As a first example, Mama Younger has raised dignified children and continues to reinforce this value throughout the drama, preparing them to achieve the American Dream.. When Ruth considers aborting her child in order to keep her family together, Mama reminds Ruth—as well as Walter and Beneatha— that they are a people of a dignity, a people who “give children life, not who destroy… them” (Hansberry 850). Applying this lesson to make choices that reflect dignity leads Walter to his final, dignified decision at the play’s close. In response to Lindner’s offer to buy the house at a financial benefit to the family, Walter responds with the dignity befitting his upbringing: Since they are a “very proud people… [a] people who had a lot of pride,” Walter decides not to lower himself to being excluded from an all-white neighborhood, but to achieve his dream through a demonstration of character, even if it means making a hard choice to accomplish his goal  (Hansberry 885). Through his demonstration of dignity, Walter demonstrates that he has “come into his manhood” and is ready to accomplish the American dream (Hansberry 886). The drama A Raisin in the Sun demonstrates through the character Walter that good character—not money—accomplishes the American Dream. 

 
Sample Works Cited Entries

Basic Entry

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. 


Medium of Publication.
Book with One Author

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print.
Book with More than One Author

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: 


Allyn, 2000. Print.
More than One Book by the Same Author

Palmer, William J. Dickens and New Historicism. New York: St. Martin's, 1997. Print.

---. The Films of the Eighties: A Social History. Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 1993. 

Print.
Book with No Author
Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print.

Citing an Entire Website


Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of 

institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), Date last 

updated. Medium of publication. Date of access.

Citing a Page within a Website


"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow.com. eHow, 2009. Web. 24 Feb. 2009.

Article from an Online Database

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” The 

Historical Journal 50.1 (2007): 173-196. ProQuest. Web. 27 May 2009.
A Work Prepared by an Editor


Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre. Ed. Margaret Smith. Oxford: Oxford UP, 1998. Print.
Collection or Anthology

Peterson, Nancy J., ed. Toni Morrison: Critical and Theoretical Approaches. Baltimore: 

Johns Hopkins UP, 1997. Print.
Article within an Anthology- Basic Format 

Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). Place 
of Publication: Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication.
Poem

Burns, 
Robert. "Red, Red Rose." 100 Best-Loved Poems. Ed. Philip Smith. New York: 
Dover, 1995. 26. Print.
Article in a Reference Book

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print.

Article in a Magazine

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages. Medium of 

publication.

Article in a Newspaper


Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington 


Post 24 May 2007: LZ01. Print.

For more information, visit: 

Purdue OWL. "MLA 2009 Formatting and Style Guide." The Purdue OWL. Purdue U Writing 

Lab, 10 May 2008. Web. 22 July 2009. 


<http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/>.
